Project 5 (P5): The Final Reflection

This project is a final reflection that looks back on your learning in WRA 101 and forward to
your writing future. An excellent reflection will be evidence-based: it goes in-depth and tells the
story of what and how you’ve learned over the semester with specific examples, and then
analyzes that learning and applies it to the future.

Overall Learning Goals for WRA 101

The First-Year Writing program learning goals state that students in WRA 101 practice:

e Inquiry: posing questions, increasing curiosity, and finding significance through writing
for present and future learning.

e Discovery: constructing understanding of oneself and of disciplinary and cultural values
through the writing process and by interaction with sources, others, and material
resources.

e Communication: developing understanding of rhetorical situations and composing
ethically with appropriate modes, tools, approaches, and genres based on this
understanding.

Three Areas of Learning

In your reflection, identify three areas of learning where you practiced inquiry, discovery, or
communication. An area of learning can be a writing habit or process move you tried, a different
approach you took, a skill you learned, or something that was challenging for you. For each area
that you discuss, introduce the area, make a claim about what you learned in that area, support
the claim with specific evidence from the class, and then analyze and explain what the evidence
shows about your learning and where your learning might apply in the future.

The learning areas you reflect on might include areas such as learning to use revision as an
important part of the writing process, learning to write for a clear purpose and to a specific
audience, or learning to use digital tools to write in a new form and genre, for example. Of
course, please come up with your own areas of learning too!

PS5 Learning Outcomes
e Students will describe and assess the learning they’ve done in WRA 101

e Students will describe a process of learning through writing, reflecting, revising, and
giving/receiving feedback

Students will make sense of their learning through data, evidence, and examples
Students will use evidence and examples to support a specific purpose

Students will imagine and set goals for future writing

Students will participate in key writing processes: peer review, revision, and reflection



Questions to Use for Brainstorming within each Area of Learning

Once you’ve identified your three areas of learning, use the following questions to brainstorm
about each area. You do not need to answer all six questions for each area in your reflection, but
instead, use the questions to consider how your areas relate to WRA 101°s learning goals.

1. What kinds of complex questions did you ask yourself/others or did others ask you as a
part of this area? How did asking questions or being curious lead to a moment of learning
or understanding?

2. What did you write, compose, or do as a part of this learning area?

3. What realizations did you have related to this area about your writing, your processes, or
your identity within cultures or communities, including MSU?

4. How, when, and why did you consider audience, purpose, form, or modes in your writing
and compositions related to this area?

5. How might this area of learning be useful in the future as you consider what you might
write or do after this class is over? What from this learning area could apply later, to
something you might have to write in the future?

As you think about your answers to these questions, remember to provide evidence, specifics,
and analysis of why your learning matters or how it might apply to your future.

Using and Explaining Evidence
Each claim about learning that you make within the learning areas should be backed up with
evidence. Here are some great ways to use evidence:
e Describing your writing process for the major projects with specific details
e Quoting or paraphrasing from proposals or drafts and explaining what the material shows
e Quoting or paraphrasing from project reflections and explaining what the material shows
e Describing in-class activities with specific details and explaining what you took away and
how you applied that knowledge

e Quoting from and explaining feedback given to or received from peers or professor
e Quoting from or paraphrasing a source or reading and explaining how it relates to your
learning
Format and Length

For this assignment, you can choose to write a reflection essay, or you may compose your
reflection in a different format with professor approval. If you write an essay, please format and
cite in MLA or APA style. If you use another format, be sure to format and cite in a way that is
appropriate for the medium.

GenAl Use Statement

Please include a GenAl use statement as a footnote within your draft and final draft about your
use of GenAl technologies to assist you in this project. Your GenAl statement should detail if,
how, and why you used GenAl.



Criteria for Success

1. You identify and describe three areas of learning from across the semester related to
inquiry, discovery, and communication.

2. You make claims about your learning within each area, and you use and analyze
evidence from the course to support the claims.

3. You analyze and explain what the evidence shows about your learning and where this
knowledge might apply in the future.
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